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The Flemish contingent was larger. It
seems barely possible that Ferrand led as many as
45.500 men to the field, of whom 40,000 were foot-
men, but most probable that his forces did not exceed
25,090. Otto's force was much less powerful He had
but little command over Germany. His quarrel with
Innocent III. and the skilful negotiations of the French
king with the German princes had left him few sup-
porters. The Brabanters and three of the Rhenish
princes gave him aid, but it was neither sincere nor
large. He had at the utmost 11,000 men in his force.
This is a French estimate, and it is a very large one.
Philip's numbers were far inferior. He was unable
to throw his whole strength into the campaign in the
north. Already he had sent the greater part of his
knights to join his son in Poitou, and for himself no
more than 500 remained. With the squires and the
mounted vassals there were probably 5000 cavalry.
The communes, royal and baronial, mustered bravely,
and some light-armed foot-men came with their feudal
lords. Yet allowing for the tendency of the chroniclers
to under-estimate the conquering force, it seems unlikely
that the king had on the whole more than 25,000 men
under his command, though at least one modern writer
estimates the infantry at 50,000. The numerical ad-
vantage was unquestionably enormously in favour of
the allies, but they can hardly have been three times as
many as the French. The physical features of the
battlefield forbid the supposition. Natural obstacles
limited the ground in the thirteenth century as they
do today. It is difficult to think that 100,000 men
could meet on the fields between Cysoing and the Marcq,